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1 . DURING AMBASSADOR’S FAREWELL LUNCH AUGUST 9 FOR NEW 
GDR AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE GRUNERT, USA AFFAIRS CHIEF 

DR. GEYER VOLUNTEERED CRITICISM OF NEW YORK TIMES APPROACH 
TO GDR AS DEMONSTRATED IN BONN BUREAU CHIEF VINOCUR'S CUR- 
RENT SERIES OF ARTICLES. GEYER SAID VINOCUR'S ATTITUDE 
CONFIRMED WHAT GDR HAS LONG SUSPECTED, NAMELY THAT NEGA- 
TIVE US REPORTING ON GDR REFLECTS HIGH LEVEL 
DECISION IN USG. PAO DISPUTED THIS VIEW, SAID IT INDI- 
CATED TOTALLY FALSE UNDERSTANDING OF NATURE OF US PRESS 
AND ITS COMPLETE INDEPENDENCE FROM US POLICY, AND THAT 
IN FACT NEGLIGENT TREATMENT BY GDR'S HAUS FUR 
JOURNALISTISCHE DIENSTLEISTUNGEN (HJD) OF VINOCUR AND 
OTHER US CORRESPONDENTS ITSELF CONTRIBUTED HEAVILY 
TO PREJUDICING US CORRESPONDENTS AGAINST GDR. 

2. GEYER RESPONDED THAT GDR HJD'S ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
VINOCUR WERE RESULT OF HIGH-LEVEL GDR DECISION 
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DICTATED BY TWO FACTORS: FIRST, ADVERSE RECOMMENDATION 
OF GDR EMBASSY IN BONN WHICH REGARDED VINOCUR AS NEGATIVE 
IN HIS ATTITUDES TOWARD GDR, AND SECOND, THE GDR VIEW 
THAT IT WAS IMPROPER THAT NYT MAGAZINE EDITOR ED KLEIN 
AND WIFE SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN VINOCUR'S ASSIGNMENT 
SINCE THEY WERE TRAVELING NOT AS WORKING JOURNALISTS BUT 
AS TOURISTS. PAO REPLIED THAT GDR WAS MAKING SERIOUS 
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MISTAKE IN MISTREATING REPRESENTATIVES OF US PRESS, 

ESPECIALLY OF NYT, MOST INFLUENTIAL NEWSPAPER IN US, AND 
THAT GDR IMAGE IN USA COULD NOT HOPE TO IMPROVE UNLESS 
GDR POLICY TOWARDS VISITING US JOURNALISTS WAS REVISED. 

3. GEYER SAID THAT AT THIS STAGE THIS WAS VIRTUALLY 
IMPOSSIBLE AND IDENTIFIED GDR POSITION AS CONSEQUENCE 
OF QUARTER CENTURY OF MISTRUST PRIOR TO RECOGNITION. 

"WE HAVE GOTTEN TO KNOW EACH OTHER BETTER IN ONLY FOUR 
YEARS TIME AND WE STILL HAVE THESE SUSPICIONS," GEYER 
SAID, "THE SAME KIND OF SUSPICIONS WHICH EXIST BETWEEN 
YOU AND THE SOVIET UNION AFTER FORTY YEARS. WE NEED 
MORE TIME." MEANWHILE, HE ADDED, JOURNALISTS SUCH AS 
VINOCUR NEED NOT COME TO THE GDR TO WRITE THE KIND OF 
STORIES HE IS PRODUCING BECAUSE "THEY CAN JUST AS WELL 
SIT IN BONN AND WRITE WHAT THEY THINK IS GOING ON HERE." 

4. COMMENT: GEYER RAISED THE NYT ARTICLES IN THREE 
SEPARATE CONVERSATIONS WITH PAO DURING THE LUNCH REFLECT- 
ING HIS PREOCCUPATION WITH THE GENERAL QUESTION OF 
NEGATIVE REPORTING ABOUT THE GDR. NEVERTHELESS, 

HE SEEMED ADAMANT WHEN CONFRONTED WITH COUNTER-ARGUMENTS 
THAT THE GDR WAS HELPING CONTRIBUTE TO ITS OWN NEGA- 
TIVE IMAGE, EVEN THOUGH HE AGREED IT COULD NOT AFFORD TO 
DO SO FOR LONG. IN VIEW OF GEYER'S STATEMENTS EMBASSY 
WILL CONTINUE TO STRESS THE IMPORTANCE OF CAREFUL 
HANDLING OF US PRESS IF PUBLIC AND CONGRESSIONAL SUPPORT 
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FOR THE CONDUCT OF BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH THE GDR IS 
TO BE IMPROVED. BOLEN 
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